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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Swanzey Planning Board 
Meeting Minutes – August 9, 2018 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally takes place at the next 
regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 
 
The regular meeting of the Swanzey Planning Board was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Glenn Page at 
Whitcomb Hall, Main Street, Swanzey, NH.  Members present:  Glenn Page, Scott Self, Don Skiba, Richard 
Sainsbury, Jane Johnson, Michael York, and Selectmen’s Representative Ken Colby. The Chair took the roll 
and read aloud the agenda for the meeting.  
 
Absent:  Alternate Jim McConnell and Alternate Liz Traynor 
 
Others Present:   
Interim Director of Planning and Community Development Carol Ogilvie,  David Bergeron from Brickstone 
Land Use Consultants, LLC, Bob Furlone, Wendy Pelletier from Cardinal Surveying and Land Planning, LLC 
representing David & Dawn Williams, David Williams, and various residents of the town including Barbara 
Sault, Rachel O’Leary, Darlene Nash. 
 
Regional Impact: Board members considered whether any items on the agenda could be construed as 
having potential for regional impact. Motion was made by Skiba that there is no item on the agenda which 
can be construed to have potential for regional impact. There was a second by Self with no further 
discussion.  All were in favor. Motion passed.      
 
Minutes:   

Minutes from July 26, 2018 were considered. Motion was made by Sainsbury to approve the 
minutes of July 26, 2018. There was a second to the motion by Johnson who pointed out a 
correction needed to a name (replace “Tike” with “Tyke”). Bernard agreed to make the correction. 
All were in favor except Colby who abstained. Motion passed. 

 
APPLICATIONS 
Application of Powers Guaranteed Generators 
The Planning Board reviewed a Site Plan by David Bergeron of Brickstone Lane Use Consultants, LLC 
representing Powers Guaranteed Generators to provide a secure outdoor storage space on property 
located at the Airport Business Center on Route 32 in the Business District, Tax Map 36, Lot 5.   
 
Discussion: Bergeron showed the property at the site and said the property will be used for outside storage 
with secure fencing for trailer mounted generators and equipment. There is existing paving and gravel for 
the storage area, there will be no new curb cut, no increase in traffic, and drainage will be controlled 
through the existing retention pond, with a net decrease in run-off anticipated. The storage area will have 
security lighting, but no water or sewer and snow will be stored on site. Landscaping will be provided. No 
new building to be erected.  He said a drainage study has been submitted to the Board, which handles the 
entire site. Basically a house is coming down and the land used for the outside storage. He noted a security 
fence around the site with a gate and he noted the fence will be inside the line of pine trees. Bergeron 
added the fence will have landscaping to screen the view from State Route 32. He said the new outdoor 
storage area will allow securing equipment already present at the site. 
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Page asked if there were comments from the public and there were none. 
 
Page asked Bergeron about the plan to have the Fire Department remove the house. Furlone said he is 
working with the Fire Chief to follow appropriate protocol for the removal. He said there is a small amount 
of asbestos on the site and that will be dealt with. 
 

Motion was made by Skiba to approve the application of Powers Guaranteed Generators for a 
secure outdoor storage space at property located at the Airport Business Center on State Route 32 
in the Business District and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5 as complete and may go to public hearing. 
There was a second to the motion by Johnson and no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion 
passed. 

 
Public Hearing opened at 6:09 pm 
 
Discussion: Page opened the public hearing to comments from the public but there were none. 

Public Hearing closed at 6:10 pm 

Motion was made by Self to approve the site plan of Powers Guaranteed Generators for a secure 
outdoor storage space at property located at the Airport Business Center on State Route 32 in the 
Business District and shown at Tax Map 36, Lot 5. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and 
no further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Application of David & Dawn Williams 
The Planning Board reviewed a Site Plan Review Application from David & Dawn Williams for property 
located at 23 West Street in the Business District, Tax Map 57, Lot 7 to amend a previously-approved Plan 
to construct 15 condominium units.   Pelletier presented the amended plan to the Board. 
 
Discussion: Discussion was held regarding an agreement with abutter Lawrence & Mandy Alley for a 
boundary line between Lots 7 and 8. The agreement necessitates the driveway be moved and removal of a 
portion of an existing building on Lot 7 in order to accommodate the new driveway which will be moved 18 
feet and have a 5’ side setback to the lot line. Building #1 will lose a unit for utilities. In addition, to make up 
for the loss of the unit, two units are proposed for the end of the first driveway. She said all drainage will 
remain on the site.  Skiba noted they are asking for 16 units, which is one more than previously approved. 
 
Barbara Sault provided a 1978 map of the property identifying pins that she said were removed. She spoke 
about land having been sold off in the past and said the pin is now closer to her land. Her concern is the 
condos will be closer to homes on California Street. Sault said the survey done by Pelletier is not correct. 
Page noted Pelletier is a licensed surveyor who has done the survey in the last year or so and the map Sault 
has is a survey from 1978. Page added the question before the Board tonight is whether or not the changes 
requested will have a negative impact on the neighborhood. Sault said the 1978 survey is the accurate 
survey and Pelletier’s survey is not. Self said the concern that Sault has is already approved and is not at 
issue tonight.  Self explained that Sault would have to have the land surveyed again and dispute it with 
Williams in court, but it does not concern the Planning Board. Self explained that the changes requested 
would not impact on Sault’s property. 
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Rachel O’Leary said during the original approval, the units were close to the floodplain. She asked if the 
new units were near the wetlands. Pelletier said they can build up to the wetlands.  
 
Skiba stressed they are asking for an additional unit (15 units versus 16 units) and an additional building.  
He noted the Planning Board approved 15 units.  This time asking for 16 units and would be an additional 
building. Self said the buildings were approved in addition to units.  
 
Darlene Nash asked how construction of units is going to impact water to the site should a fire occur.  She 
mentioned the concerns that arose around the application of Dollar General to build a nearby store. Page 
said this site plan was submitted to the Fire Department as part of the process and no comment was 
received by the Board for the application. Page also pointed out that the Fire Department was present as 
was Code Enforcement at the earlier site approval meeting.  Page also spoke about the issue raised by Nash 
regarding Dollar General’s need for water.  Skiba and Self spoke about Dollar General needing a sprinkler 
system since it is a commercial enterprise and the condos will be running off wells, not the West Swanzey 
Water Company. Nash asked if the water table would be impacted locally and Williams said the wells are 
artesian wells, drilling wells deeply into bedrock.  
 

Motion was made by Self to approve the amended previously-approved Site Plan for modification 
of subdivision as well as modification of the site plan, to include one more unit as requested by 
David & Dawn Williams for property located at 23 West Street in the Business District, Tax Map 57, 
Lot 7. There was a second to the motion by Skiba and no further discussion. All were in favor except 
Sainsbury voted no and Johnson voted no and Johnson said she would like to see the residents 
questions responded to. Five yes to two no. Motion passed. 

 
Next Meeting:  August 23, 2018 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn was made by Skiba.  There was a second to the motion by Sainsbury with all in favor. 
Motion passed.  Adjournment occurred at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary   
 


